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The Newsletter is a little late this time due to the fact that the first of the 
month came in the middle of the week and I was cown in Dhiban, I had good inten- 
tions of writing the letter down there, ard it would have been nice to have a 
Dhibam date~line, but there was just not the time in the evenings, as you will see, 
But it is best to keep the letters chronological and as I promised last month to 


say something of sur Exstertide in Jerusalem in this letter I had better bring you 
up-to-date on that first, 


As you may not have realized, the western Easter (celebrated by the Latin church 
and our Protestant: groups) and the eastem:.Esster (celebrated by the Greek Orthodox, 
Coptic, Abyssinian, Syrian, Armenian and other groups) ceincided this year, This 
meant that the press of people in Jerusalem was not spread out over’ two separate 
occasions but was concentrated on one Palm Sunday, onc Passion weck, and one Easter, 
Jerusalem was extremely crowed and it was often difficult to abtain tickets to 
attend some of the services but I think our Scheel people did quite well by then- 
selves, You may think it rather strange, and even rather unreligious to issue 
tickets. for religious services, but the fact is thet there is no alternstive, It is 
only fnir that the commmnicants of the several churches should have priority to 
attend their ow services in their own churches and holy places-over strangers fron 
outside, When they arc taken czre of, there is always the group of honoured guests 
fron the Jordsn government, forcign powers, the United Nations personnel, municipol 
officials etc, The ordinary tourist or even pilgrim comes last in the list, but if 
he be a westerner he receives. preferential treatment. This secms hardly fair but 
we eccept it as evidence of the extraordinary courtesy and thoughtfulness of our 
good friends in this country. 


As a matter of fact, I myself did not attend one service this Eestertide, I had 
wanted to attend the Abyssinian service of the Search for the Body of Christ which 
is held on the roof of the Holy Sepulchre and which I have never seen, but at the 
last minute I wis unable to go. But others of our group attended and reported that 
it was a most interesting and unusual rite, Then there ws the ritual of Foot- 
Washing carried out by the Greck Orthodox group ind by the Armenicns,. The Holy Fire 
ceremony in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre was one of those cecasions which I 
remeber very well from previous years. The building up of enthusiasm, excitenent 
and expectancy in the dored petunda whic: surrounds the aedicule cont.ining the 
enpty tomb-itself, as the crowd awits the ewful moment when the fire representing 
the descent of the Holy Spirit is mirsculously kindled «nd passed out through the 
openings in the side of the aedicule — such 2 crescends graduslly affects the on- 
looker to whom the whole rite is exotic until he too becomes excited and emotion- 
ally moved, The cerenony of the Degscent fron the Cross in which is re~cnacted the 
pession story from the claining of Jesus! body by Joseph of Arimsthea to the 
anointing anc final deposit in the tomb is one of the most colourful of the Latin 
rites, Many of our people took port in the Palm Sunday procession fron Bethany over 
the Mount of Olives, into St. Stephen's Gate and along the Via Dolorosa to the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre, It is very difficult to convey to those of you who nave not 





ote. 


been in the Holy Lend ot one of the big religious sensons the fervour, the excitc- 
ment and the true religious feeling which attends, Jn mony wys we westerners cre’ 
outside of the tradition which expresses its belief and hope in such symbolic acts, 
We tena to be rationalists anid to look with curious eyes, if not frenk ciscpproval, 
on such rituals, But if we foil to grasp the difference in our approach to relig- 
ion from this other »pproach which is much more immediate, unreasoned, and none-the= 
less honest and sincere, we con never apprecinte the true piety which is thus ex- 
pressec, Nor can we comprehend a large pert of mon's religious experience from the 
very beginning, ond from this ventege point criticize our own conception of relig- 
ion onc its embcciments, A superficicl chservetion will show us only the forms and 
perhaps even the excesses but ccnnot meke clear to us whet these forms try to 
express, A good example of this can be given, Most tourists’ who come to Jerusalen 
take an irmediate cislike to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, not only because it 
is falling to pieces with 2ge, but because in it teke place all manner of cerencn- 
des which they co not attenpt to uncerstend and which they immeciately decice can 
be of no meaning to snyone elsc, They then jump to the conclusion - an absolute 
non seouitur - that such a place cannot contzin the authentic tomb of Christ ond 

it rmst be somewhere else, Their choice of the right spot - cgain a non sequitur - 
usually f-lls on the scecalled Gercen Tonk, lying to the north of thé city outsice 
the Damascus Gate anc essociatec with the so-crlled Gordon's Calvary, In cther 
words, 2 religious misapprehension lercs ty an historical and tcpographical judg- 
ment which is hordly borne out by what evidence is at hand, This one exemple is 
given because it is 5 perennisl topic of conversation at the School's dinner-table, 
os precictable «s can be, a few cnys after the ecrriv-l of new guests, 


& 





Before I lenve this account of our Eastertime in Jeruszlem I should tell you the 
nanes of our guests for that season, We had Dr, anc Mrs. Williams of Chicago, In 
addition to his interest in the Easter ceremonies, Dr. Willisns, who is a centist,’ 
took 2 keen interest in the bones anc skulls being 2ug up :t Jericho, Dr, anc Mrs, 


Lawrence Johnson, Dr. anc Mrs. Douglzs Chanberlczin, Mr, .nc Mrs. Rifc, Dr. anc Mrs, 
Joseph Free anc fomily - this lerge group in accition to our stucent bocy made the 
School quite a busy plecc for about two weeks, We hed cnother visit from our 
Presicent, Dr, Kreeling, anc Mrs. Kracling curing their tour of the Micdle East, 
After a stay of more thon three nonths we 111 sadly saic goocbye to Mrs, Tlene 
Beatty McNulty, who hrc endeared herself to 211 of us here, Now with Dhiban uncer 
way again, and 3 lcrge group working cown there, the School is 1 rather quiet place, 


Another religious event of the month - if one may call it religious - was the 
Samaritan Passover, In case I be accused of showing less tolerance anc uncerstend- 
ing for this religious group than I heve acvocated above, I my say that this event 
hes become so commercialized onc publicized that onc his sericus coubts whether it 
has reel significane even for the honcful of Sameritens tart still survive, But it 
is a ceremony which 2-11 shoul’ see once, even if they hove no cesire to see it 
ageing It gives « better picture of what blovc-secrifice entailed in the ancient 
world then any wor’s of cescription, The ritual slaughter of only « few sheep 
gives one an inkling of what the holocausts of the ancient temple of Jerusalem must 
have been like. aAgnin the excitement, the surging crowls, the chanting, the colour— 
ful costumes, the sprinkling 7n¢c smearing of bloo’ on forehescs anc tents, the 
butchering anc presentation of portions to the high priest, the bitter herbs - «ll 
this taking plece on the sice of the great mountain of Cerizin in the twilight anc 
early cark make on unforgettable picture. A large group of our stucents an? guests 
attencec this ceremony also enc returnec with mixed feelings. 


Work at Dhiban begon on April 14th, allowing us only 1 short breething spell after 
the completicn of Jericho, We hove 9 rother lerge froup workins there this spring 
because we sre trying desperately to establish the plan 2nc history of the south- 
east builcing sn to cate the various city walls. Our refulcr rersennel inclu 'es 
our two fellows, Mr. Richor’son anc Mr, Warren, anc also Professor’ Rolland Wolfe 
anc. Father Robert North, our honorary Fellow, Mis Diane Kirkbrice, the Jericho t mb 
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expert, hes been carrying out a search for tombs anc is busy excovatine Sive Iron 
age tombs at present. Mr, Peter Porr is assisting her, also a cracunte of the 
Jericho cig anc sites in North Africa, We are lucky that he was available, Our’ 
surveyor is Mr, Oliver Unwin anc our photorrapher Vartan Vertsnion of Jerusalen, 
Mr. Keith Ancrews of the University of Toronto has been helping us for the Inst 
week anc Mr, Robert Ancry is going cown with us again tomorrow, With our householc 
steff of three, we make up quite o large party, but certainly not too large for the 
work to be cone, : 





























Our work on the south-east builcing has been much complicated anc slowed by the 
Ciscovery of nore and more Byzantine tombs in the area, most of which have been 
robbec. anc re-usec in Arab times. When the excavation of these tombs is added to 
the celiberate robbing of the walls throughout the centuries, it can be seen that 
the cifficulties in re-constructing the plen of the builcing cre rather great, 

But at present I think we can state that there was an origin2l Nabotzean building 
which is at present encasec within 2 Ronan builcing, Whether there is also an 
earlier, pre-Nabataean buil.ting is still a possibility, but by no means sure. Work 
outsice the city wills still proceeds in two carers, It was cecicedc to make a 
souncing in an area cletrce Curing the 1950-51 season outsice the great battered 
stone wall to establish, if possible, its cate. We have not yet reached its botton 
but it is sure now thot whatever the Late of its c nstruction, it remainec in use 
throughout Renan enc Byzantine tines, In the area outsice the wills at the scuth- 
east corner of the city we cre proceeding cown through many strata of rubbish, 211 
of which so far cate from the very enc of the Byzantine perivc, 








We may bring this souncing to - e-nelusion before reachinc the bottom of the wall 
for the excavation outsice this woll it cown to becerock last spring would seen to 
mike further work here unnecesssry, To the north-west on! north of cur south-east 
builcinj: we sre clearing cown to the pavement which epparently was contempormry 
with the Ronan perio: of this construction, Our intention here is to fin evidence 
of the appronch to the Romn builcins, fer the entrance mst heve bcen frm this 
@irection, -In this area too we are fincinr mony architectur2l picccs re-usec in 
later walls, which may help in the reconstruction of the builcing. The photograph 
ing anc Crawins, of all these piects to scale takes much of sur surveyor's anc photo~ 
grapher's time, 














Our tonb’partics have been carrying out enother careful survey of the area about 
the tell, On the hill-si:’e where lest spring we ciscovered our first Iron Age tomb 
five further tombs were founc. The senrch foes on at the same time as these last 

are being cleared in the hopes of fincing Nabataean tombs, 


Dhiban itself is « lovely plece to live right now, There -re flowers in abuncance, 
the famous black iris, wile glediola, poppies, anemones anc nany other kincs which 
I cennot name ner cescribe, We heve pairs of storks in our fielcs and young 
animalsof all kin's, tiny wally conkeys, hercly bigver thon cogs, kic's anc lanbs, 
colts an’ young ecomels - all being very shy and lovable. The crops so far are 
gooc, but one more rain is bacly needed, Without it, the high hopes for a gooca year 
may well be blzstec, 













Our social life 2t Dhib-n is by no mcans a cead issue cither. Quite s strong tie 
hes been establishe:: between the .mcrican SchJcl on. these mocern Moabites, They 
drop in on us for coffee ond invite us for cinner to their homes, 4 young anc 
hen’s<ne Sheikh of the neishbourhoo’ rreetec us on the cay of arrivel with a whole 
goat for our first Cinner :t.wn there. The mon who wes cur host at last autumn's 
weccing agtzin invitec us to a creat Cinner in his hone, But the biz eventwas our 
invitation to. heve “inner with Sheikh Dhamin. He is the greategrenson of the man 
who wos buried in the bi;: stone t mb right on top of our south-cast builcinc. It ws 


ene 
necess@ry to nove this, snc before we cul co this we hic t> discover the closest 
relative an: cone to terms with hin, The task of coin- this was left to our fore- 
mon, Jiryis Qubsin of es-—Salt, who -rrangec things very skilfully, Vo invited 
Sheikh Dhemin t« cone to “iscuss the mtter, He stryed to cinner with us «nc we 
re-chec the perfectly feir arrengement of prepering snvther tomb like the one 
which we wishe? t» move in a place in the cenetery t- be desiynatec by *he Sheikh, 
When the new t:mb was built he weul come on? superintend the actual n.ving of the 
remains, ll wos onicobly carried out encw becrnme ouite frien‘ly, Then he invi- 
ted us to cinners We accerted whenwe Cisccverec that he lived only 1 fow niles 
away at the bottom of the Waci Mojib, the grent canyon of the Biblical River Arnon, 
But after we hec acceptec he saic thot he woulc prefer to have us after he moved 
his tents «nc householdc frm the Vaci to his summer encamrment ncor Shihsn, This 
plece where o fomous stele was Ciscovered scme years mck is south of the Mojib 
enc westward townr’’s the Dead Sea, I had never been there but it seemec 1 loncs way 
to g> to cCinner, However we hee eccepted anc nothing coule be “one abeut it, On 
the cay eppointed the Sheikh sent us one of his men to show us the wey, We stopped 
the work ecerly anc set off, It took us over three hours ¢riving anc w4) kins to 
rescch the site ofthe newcomp, But it was certainly worth it. Here we received 
true Beduin enterteinment, The Sheikh had jitchec his special guest tent of soatts 
hair on 3 terrace overlov. kin; the cescent to the Dercd Sea - 1 very lovely spot, 
This formec one sice of 2 square, At richt enzles wis « Line of sm»lcr tents 
belsncins to his wives and fanily, Another sice ols» wes outlincc with tents, The 
fourth sice, opposite the ,uest tent was left 2pen, At sunset int» this ehclosure: 
were Criven the goats brought in for the nisht frm yestursce, «11 the young kids, 
too young to go out with their mvuthers, were releasec fron their strings anc rushed 
about in the herd looking for their respective mothers, to a michty boaing anc 
mewinge The Sheikh's horse was brouzht with its younr foal runnin~ slongsice and 
after being acmiredc by us 111 wis securec to one of the lon;; tent rofes, We were 
welconec at a guest tent by the Sheikh, his sons, an: other mle manbcers of his 
family. We were sented 2n cushiens anc rugs pilec up for our confort anc plied 
with sweet tea anc bitter Becuin coffee until the mensaf was rency, This consisted 
of large platters of rice coverec with boilec lanb - the whole moistencec with’ 
leben anc semne, We followec the correct protocol, washed’ only our right hence, and 
ate only with our rirht henc, Imeeling abet the splatters, rolling the rice into 
balls with the one hence enc popping then into our mouths, Whenw ucsts had eaten 
all we coulc, we relaxed! once more on our cushions, hoc our hens washce anc Cronk 
more tes onc coffcee while our hosts ste, Later, by the light of an‘alnost full 
moon we were cancuctec beck to our cers by severnl of the tribesmen, picturesouely 
armec with suns an: knives, In our halting arabic we carricc on conversation as 
best we coulc ane aprarently succeeded at lest in showin’ them how much we apprec- 
iated their hospitelity an. cnjoyec ourselves, But we were tired by the time wo 
.rollec into bec that night about micnisht. 


‘nother bis event took place this weck-cnc, Young Hussein wos crowne:: King of 
Jorcan yester'cy anc tovk the oath in Parliament, Toccsy, Sunday, was the big nili- 
tary tattoo sn’ as this wos our cay off w crove to imaan for the bic arfeir, We 
hac no tickets but were very fortuncte in obtsining seats onthe grancstenc fron 
which we htc 9 good view of the whole proceedin;s. But best »f all, we were per- 
nittec, after the Kine left, tc return to the palace t. woncer out cn t hexqomomes 
parace fruund anc take pictures of the troups, Naturally we concentrated on the 
colourful cavalry an’ the fanous canel corps, resplen‘ent in scarlet and white, The 
Royal Circassian fuar’s on white horses onc wearin’ rec uniforms oucht to fletter 
our Kodachremes, The’ para.te was a rrest success, Never herve I seen such yerfect 
precision in marching, manveverine anc saluting, Even horses anc camels wolke* 
with heads hele hich, obviously in hirh fettlc anc prouc of their part in this big 
event, i. more nocern aspect was presente! by armourec resinents, artillery onc 
infantry, but they coul hercly rivol such exotic attracticns 1s 1 camel corrs} 
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Most of our Dhibon croup then returned inneciately to Dhiban, but 2 few of us cane 
‘om to Jerusalem, There is slwzys School work to be conc here, But tonorrow 
norning e:rly we are off to Dhiban arein for another week, I hope that by next 
nenthts letter I shell be able to sive you - fuller report on our work there, 
Until then I senc yo greetings from the School in Jerusalem anc its personnel, 


eD,Tushinghan, Director, 





